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GO TO THE LAND OF MORIAH 

T he story of Abraham's tes3ng by God may be a familiar 
one, yet it is hard to imagine what must have been going 

through the minds of Abraham and Isaac on that journey we 
recount in today's first Reading. 

Abraham, the recipient of God's great promise - that 
his descendants would outnumber the very stars of heaven - 
has begun to see the possibility that God's promise could 
come true. In their old age, he and Sarah his wife have at 
last got a son, and they have named him Isaac - "Laughter" - 
in their joy. But now the journey begins to a distant place, 
and Abraham alone knows why they are going. What can he 
tell Isaac? How could he begin to understand that God who 
had given him life should demand this absolute sacrifice? 
And how could God's promise be achieved if Isaac were not 
allowed to live?  

At the last moment, Isaac's life is spared. God's angel 
prevents Abraham from stretching out his hand against his 
son, and another vic3m is found - a ram caught up in the 
bushes. Abraham's Faith has prevailed against all of the 
odds, and now he will see the promise come true. 

But what of that journey? Why the anguished wonder-
ing? Why the fear for Isaac as he discovers the truth of their 
journey to Moriah? Why should God demand such suffer-
ing? These are ques3ons we can never escape but, in this 
life, we can never fully answer. 

Yet even in this story there is love, and the growth of 
human understanding towards seeing God as Love. To the 
people of that day, it was no great surprise that a "god" 
should demand an innocent life in sacrifice. They believed 
that if they sacrificed one they loved, it would be pleasing in 
the sight of the gods and calm their righteous anger against 
them. But the true God did not want this, and Abraham, 
"Father in Faith" to Jews, Chris3ans and Arabs everywhere, 
was God's chosen witness to spread that truth abroad. For 
now, at this point in the Old Testament, the human need to 
offer sacrifice could be sa3sfied by the offering of animals 
given as our food. Ul3mately though, God would show that 
this too was not his desire. Our only sacrifice today is that 
which we offer in the bread and wine of our Eucharist. Here, 
Christ's one perfect Sacrifice on the Cross is all that is need-
ed for our salva3on. And standing before this supreme ex-
pression of God's love, we can say, with Peter in today's 
Gospel: "It is wonderful for us to be here!"   

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS AT HOLY CROSS 
♦ Sacramental Programme Wed 28th Feb   7.00pm 
♦ Embrace Volunteers:  Tue 6th March   6.30pm 
♦ Social Outreach Commi!ee: Tue 6th March   7.00pm 
♦ Hope in the Future:  Wed14th March   7.00pm 
♦ Pastoral Commi!ee:  Tue 20th March  10.30am 
♦ Finance Commi!ee:  Wed 21st March   7.00pm 

If you are a member of one of these groups/committees and 
cannot make the specified date, please let us know as soon as 
possible so that we can rearrange if necessary. Thank you. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Veronica, Jennifer 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am:  Angel 

OFFERTORY 
Collection: 17th/18th February: See print version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: New Lenten Challenge begins! (See article) 
Next week: SVP Monthly Collection 

(The challenge will continue throughout Lent) 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar3n, a er Mass or at any convenient 3me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your pray-
ers: 

The sick: Jackie, Winnie, Peter, George (age 13), Chris-
topher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, Daniel, 
Fred, Joan, Sr Moira, John, Jim, Sheila, Sheila, Alex, 
Michael, Martin, Joanne, Aidan, Desmond, John, 
Stefa, Joan, Janice, Bill, Monica, Malcolm, Harvey, 
Claire, Louise and baby Maisy, Lewis (13 yrs. old), 
Caitlin (age 12), Loren (age 18), Marie, Paddy, John, 
Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Dennis and Gerald, May, 
Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, 
Debbie, Pam, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Joseph, 
Martin, Ishrat, Elaine, Mavis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin 
and Steven, Vanessa, Lyndsay, Bernard, Jack and 
Joan, Kevin and a very sick person. Thank you for 
your prayers for Eamon, who happily is now much 
improved. 

Lately Dead: Vera Brennan, Kym Sidall, Tony O’Con-
nor, Marie Wheeler, May McKnight, Adele Bell, Mar-
garet Ray, Fr Frank Thompson MHM, Maureen Rea, 
Irwin Platts, Michael Neilan, Tilla Alber. 

Anniversaries: Patrick Roddy, Winifred Hannon, Jack 
Twemlow, Eileen Banks, Frank Gribbin, Jimmy Yellop, 
Agnes and Charles Geeney, Marie Payne, Annie 
O’Donnell, Harry Banks, Jim Purcell, Ann and Johnny 
Delaney, Frederick and Hilda Mary Blohm, Brian 
Yates. 

We also pray: in thanksgiving, for world peace, for 
the people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John 
and the restructuring of our diocese, for the house-
bound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, and for a  number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar3n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmar3n@ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-3pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary@ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 3mes 
 Email:     srjenny@ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma!hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 
     (with Children's Liturgy) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma!hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma9hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro      Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps:   Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins 
             Email: safeguarding@. ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 26th February) 

Monday:   8.45am Sta3ons of the Cross at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  
Tuesday:   8.45am Sta3ons of the Cross at St Ma9hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 

Wednesday:  8.45am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  
   7.00pm Sacramental Programme Meeting at Holy Cross for all parents and children. Preparing for Reconciliation 
Thursday:   1.00pm Funeral Mass at St Matthew’s for the late Maureen Rea. May she rest in peace 
   2.00pm-3.00pm Prayer Meeting at St Gilbert’s Presbytery—All welcome 
Friday:   12.45pm Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for the late Adele Bell. May she rest in peace 
   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Ma!hew’s 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

NEW PRAYER MEETINGS 
Prayer mee3ngs are now planned for the first Thursday of 
each month, beginning this week, from 2.00-3.00pm at St 
Gilbert’s Presbytery. All welcome. 

PARISH LENTEN CHALLENGE 
Thank you all once again for the wonderful response to the 
Advent challenge in support of communi3es in the develop-
ing world. For Lent, we are now embarking on a new and 
different challenge: 

In Mission Dioceses around the world, there are many 
trainee priests working hard for the benefit of their commu-
ni3es whilst they prepare to serve God in their par3cular 
voca3on. The cost of training amounts to about £700 per 
year (paying for accommoda3on, food, books, tutors, and 
travel to pastoral placements), but locally on average, the 
church can only raise £200 of this. Could we raise £500, 
£1,000 or £1,500 to complete the funding of a year’s train-
ing for one, two or three priests in the Mission Dioceses? 
The money you raise will be sent to “Missio” from where it 
will be used to sponsor the training of priests where the 
need is greatest. Thank you in advance for your support!  

KNITTING CLUB 
This will now start, at St Ma!hew’s, on Tuesdays a er 
morning Mass, running from 10.30am-12.30pm. Why not 
come along for a chat and a cup of tea, whilst kniUng for 
charitable causes? If you would like further informa3on, 
neither Fr Mar3n nor Bob claim any exper3se whatever! 
Why not just come along and see? 
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During this coming week, let us pray for: 

• The parishes of Sacred Heart and St. Anne, Blackburn, with 
Father James McCartney, and the parishes of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succour and Holy Family, Blackburn, with Father 
Gerard Barry and Father Frank Mulgrew and for the Marist 
Fathers.  

• We pray for their parish primary schools, Our Lady and St. 
John’s High School and the chaplaincy to the Royal Blackburn 
Hospital and Blackburn Hospice.  

May the Lord stay with us on our journey. 

ANN GEENEY 
The Geeney family would like to sincerely thank the Clergy, 
friends and parishioners who joined us at Ann’s beau3ful 
Requiem Mass. Your prayers, support and kind words were 
much appreciated during Ann’s long illness. 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
We are conscious that our facili3es for the disabled at Holy 
Cross are not all they might be, and that our emergency ex-
its are not fully compliant with modern regula3ons. Plans 
are currently being drawn to redevelop the church foyer in 
ways that will benefit everyone, and also to improve our 
exit points. Watch this space for more informa3on! 


